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That the treaty immediately had to be altered to a con-
siderable degree to Germany's disadvantage, and that the
Russians after the German march into Poland were not
content with the boundaries provided by the treaty, is as
well known as the fact that its economic provisions were not
kept, or only to a very minor degree.
Herr von Papen returned to Ankara. He relied on the
Russians' putting the necessary pressure on Turkey to break
the Turkish alliance with the Western Powers. But Papen
himself wished to leave no stone unturned to make his
activities in Turkey a success for Hitler. He had repeated
interviews with Sarajoglu, the Turkish Foreign Minister,
with the object of explaining that after the conclusion of the
Russo-German pact a treaty between Turkey, England and
France was useless.
When these interviews showed no signs of success he tried
President Inonu himself. In a long conversation Papen
tried to make clear to the President, among other things,
that the German Army had certainly saved Turkey in the
World War and that consequently the Turkish Government
was under certain obligations to Germany.
This highly tactless remark of Papen's caused extreme
irritation in political circles in Turkey. The President was
generally, quoted as having replied that the Turkish Army
had been strong enough on its own. He was supposed to
have added that the Turkish forces had only mustered for
her great victory over the Greeks when the German Army
had left Turkey. In any case, Turkey in the absence of
German assistance had been offered a far more favourable
Peace Treaty.
As this line of attack showed itself to be not only im-
practicable but even dangerous, the German Government
now ranged itself wholeheartedly behind Moscow on the
Turkish question. Sarajoglu, the Turkish Foreign Minister,
had been invited to Moscow at the same time as Ribbentrop,
in order to be raked by the cross-fire of German and Russian
diplomacy. But the equanimity and patience of the Turkish
diplomat had been underestimated in Moscow. Sarajoglu